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Storm brewing for parade

Parade Lager to benefit Newport St. Patrick's Day event

By James 1. Gillis
Dady Mews staff

NEWPORT — If people are
going to drink beer on the
day of the Newport 8t.
Patrick’s Day Parade, the
committee organizing the
annual event figures the
parade should benefit,

Gearing up for the 55th
annual parade on March 12,
the commiitee is teaming
with Coastal Extreme Brow-
ing Co., the brewers of New-
part Storm, on a project
called Parade Lager Beer
The beer will be sold locally a
week before and a week after
the parade, with partial pro-
eeeds going to its support
services

“We won't use any money
on the parade itself,” Parade
President Dennis Sullivan
sald, “It will be for hospltall-
ty services such as putting up
Porta-Johns and sigmage on
the route. We'll also have bar-
ricades on lower Thames
Street this yvear, to keep some
people back.”

Coastal co-founder Brent
Ryan and publicist Laura
Blackwaell approached the
committes earlier this vear
about a special beer for
parade time, Sulllvan said.
Blackwell said the brewery
will produce 60 kegs this
year, possibly more in 2012, to
be sold in local liquor stores
and bars. After brewery
expenses are met, the parade
commitiee could net about
0 a keg.

"We're hoping to raize
£2,000 or more for the
parade,” Blackwell said,
“We're going to trv it this
year and see how it works.”

Parade committes mem-
bers helped Coastal co-owner
Derek Luke get a bateh of the
beer going Monday after-
noon. It takes about a month

from start to finish to brew
the beer; Blackwall said
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Derek Luke, second from left, of Coastal Extreme Brewing Co. speaks to members
of the Newport St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee as the group brews Mewport
Parade Lager on Monday in Newport. Committee members are, from left, Glen
BREWING A8 Cardinal, Joe Titus, Bob O'Neill and Chas Donovan.
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On hand were Sullivan, Glen
Cardinal, Chas Donovan, Bob
(’Meill, Dan Titus and Joe
Titus,

“We rely on businesses to
help us fund the parade,” Sul-
livan said. “This vear has
been a little slow so far. Money
from the beer will help with
some of the things the city
has asked us to do, like the
Porta-Johns.”

The parades have struggled
with crowd control and rowdy
drunkenness over the vears,
The city has cracked down on
drinking in publie, citing vio-
lators and hitting them with
big fines in Municipal Court.

The irony of supporting the
parade with beer proceeds is
not lost on Sullivan. “A few peo-
ple have mentioned it,” he said.
“But most people who go to the
parade don't go to get drunk
and get into fights. They come
to see the parade and catch up
with people they haven't seen
in a while. Most people will
have one or two beers and
that's it. And if they're going to
drink beer, we hope it's the
beer that we're going to get
some money from.”

Donovan, 81, has marched

‘We have to always ask
the business people for
help to run the parade,
and it's never easy. This
will help with some of
the things we need.

CHAS DONOVAN

St. Patrick's Day Parade Committee
member

in every parade since 1980,
after he returned to Newport
after yvears living out of state.
The lager sales will be a plus
for a good event that needs all
the support it can get, he said.
“You have no idea what this
means to us,” Donovan said.
“We have to always ask the
business people for help to
run the parade, and it's never
easy. This will help with some
of the things we need.”
Sullivan said spectators
may not see the results of the
beer sales this year, since it
remains to be seen how it will
sell. “But in 2012 we hope to be
able to do more on the parade
route,"” he said. “We hope this
becomes a local tradition.”

Send reporter James J. Gillis
e-mail at
Gillisa NewportRLcom.



